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II January
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25 February

1-2 March
11 March

25 March
1 April
15 April
13 May
Denali
17-18 May
28 May
10 June

24 June
27 June
12-19 July
19-26 July

AC Symposium, Plas y Brenin: The Frosty Caucasus
Chic Scott, The Mountains of Canada
Northern Lecture: Steve Razzetti, Shaksgam
Malcolm Eldridge, The Golden Ages of Chamonix Climbing
Chamonix Meet
General Meeting: Dan Mazur, Himalaya, High and
Unclimbed
John Town/Nick Hart, Exploring the Mountains of Central
Tibet s Nye Chu
Scottish Meet
General Meeting: Mick Fowler, Siguniang - The Ultimate
Ice Line
Julian Freeman-Attwood, The Mountains of the Gangdise
General Meeting: Harish Kapadia, The God that did notfail
Phil Wickens, Antarctic Winter Mountaineering
General Meeting: lan Parnell, The South- West Face of

Peak District Meet
Everest Reception
General Meeting: Rob Collister, Ski ascents in the Gangotri
and Bandarpunch, India
Ed Douglas, Tenzing
Ski Mountaineering Symposium
Alpine Meet (with ABMSAC & CC): Zillerta1
Alpine Meet (with ABMSAC & CC): Otztal



ALPINE CLUB NOTES 395

II November

9 September
23 September

26 July-16 Aug Summer Meet
30 Aug-6 Sept Alpine Meet (with ABMSAC & CC): Tour de Trient & Dent

du Midi
General Meeting: Dave Wilkinson and others, Greenland 2002
Mick Conefrey and Amanda Faber, The making of thefilm on
Mount Everest

26-27 September Lakes Meet
3 October Boardman Tasker Award Ceremony
14 October General Meeting: Dennis Gray, The History of the ACG
15 October Northern Lecture
28 October Marie-Noel Borgeaud, Gabriel Loppe, Painter, Photographer

and Artist
General Meeting: Mark Valiance, How to makefriends and
influence people

19 November Northern Lecture: Dan Mazur, My lift in the mountains
25 November Carlos Buhler, My lift and climbs
29 November Canadian Symposium, Annual Dinner
10 December Northern Lecture: Tony Roward, Climbing and travelling
in the Middle East

SHAP WELLS 2003 - SYMPOSIUM AND ANNUAL DINNER

'You guys have the best pubs in the world; we have best campfires. We sit
under the stars by smoky fires and tell stories.' Chic Scott opened the highly
successful AC symposium on the Mountains of Canada in suitably laid
back folksy style. But as the day rolled on with dazzling images of soaring
white granite (Coast Mountains), big walls approached over sea ice (Baffin)
and the relatively untapped vastness of the St Elias and other ranges, it
wasn't the campfires that seemed the best in the world but the climbing
potential.

As well as Chic Scott, who gave an inspiring overview of his country's
mountains, the line-up included Simon Richardson, on the granite of the
Coast range, Sean Dougherty battling up the north faces of the Rockies,
Jerry Gore on the big walls of Baffin, Phil Wickens on long ski traverses in
the Purcells and Selkirks, Will Gadd on waterfall ice and Mick Fowler,
recounting his ascent of the north buttress of Mount Kennedy in the Yukon.

Combining the symposium with the annual dinner, held out of London
for the first time in memory on the initiative of Doug Scott, proved a popular
move with approaching 200 people attending, a record for recent years.
The Lake District venue drew in many northern members and others hoping
to combine the visit with some climbing or walking. Unfortunately the
weather was resolutely Cumbrian.

Such was the success of the weekend as a whole that this year the
combined event will again be held at Shap Wells, on 27 November, when
the chosen area for the symposium will be South America.

se



396 THE ALPINE JOURNAL 2004

THE END OF AN ERA
GOODBYE TO SHEILA HARRISON

The Editor has asked me to write a few words about Sheila and I am glad
to do so. Earlier this year, after 18 years' service, she was made redundant
as Assistant Secretary in order to make way for an 'Administrator', and on
30 March a small party was held at the Club to say goodbye to her. Some
of the older members, such as Bob Lawford and Edmund Smyth (now in
his tenth decade), could scarcely hide their emotion and the feeling that
nothing would ever be the same again.

Over the years Sheila worked for the Club devotedly and often beyond
the call of duty. Many members would confirm this, especially those who
worked with her or knew her well - Rosemary Greenwood and her late
husband Ashley, for example, in whose house Sheila lived for many years,
a succession of presidents including George Band and Chris Bonington,
Charlie Clarke with whom she organised Club events and seminars, the
late Hunter Johnston, who was often at Charlotte Road supervising its
refurbishment, Tony Robinson for whom Sheila spent long hours, with
out special training, mastering difficult financial spread sheets, or anyone
connected with the Alpine Journal. She had fully earned the symbolic
white Tibetan silk scarf that accompanied the card and present contrib
uted by members of the Club.

Sheila was able to turn her hand to just about anything even, as mentioned
by Richard Morgan in his tribute, the art of rock climbing. Like many of
us, she started in North Wales. But there were not many people who could
claim, as she could, to have climbed with Stephen Venables and Mick
Fowler. Never a leader, she followed confidently at Hard VS and later
progressed to the high, brilliant sea cliffs of Cornwall. Her personal
experience of climbing meant that she could relate to members in their
own terms and understood their concerns. She was also an avid reader of
mountaineering literature, reviewing for the Alpine Journal and serving for
two years on the judging panel of the Boardman Tasker Award.

In the early days, she would arrive at the imposing club premises in South
Audley Street wearing the punk mini-skirt and black tights favoured by the
young at that time. Nothing, of course, could faze Bob Lawford or, for that
matter, Pat Johnston, the librarian; they worked well together through two
moves and much disruption.

At Charlotte Road Sheila would not deny the advent of a few storm
clouds when Mike Esten took over as Club Secretary - the clash of two
people with strong personalities - but these quickly passed, so that with
Mike Westmacott working on the Himalayan Index, Livia Gollancz at
the archives and Margaret Ecclestone in the library, no one who visited
the Club during those years could fail to notice the happy, creative
atmosphere that prevailed.
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109. Sheila Harrison at Bosigran, Cornwall.

That Sheila was a fount of knowledge goes without saying. If one had a
problem she was always ready to solve it herself or point one in the direction
of someone who could. This was the kind of know-how that had taken
years to build up. She combined a friendly and frank personality, much
appreciated by members, with wide-ranging competence at anything
she was asked to do. Her premature departure is a sad day for the Club
- truly, the end of an era.

Johanna Merz
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THE BOARDMAN TASKER AWARD 2003

The winner of the twenty-first Boardman Tasker Award for Mountain
Literature was announced at an Alpine Club reception on 3 October 2003.
For the second time in three years the winning book was a novel, Simon
Mawer's The Fall (Little, Brown). The judges for 2003, who unanimously
agreed to give it first place, were former Cabinet minister Chris Smith,
retired publisher Eric Major and Prof David Hopkins of the Department
for Education and Skills.

In his remarks as chairman of the judges, David Hopkins mentioned his
personal pleasure at being a judge and his friendship with Peter Boardman
at Leysin. He went on to comment, as follows, in alphabetical order, on
the six books which had been shortlisted.

Everest: the Official History by George Band (HarperCollins) is written by
one of the members of the successful 1953 British Everest Expedition and
is sponsored by the Mount Everest Foundation in association with the
Alpine Club and the Royal Geographical Society. George Band provides
an engaging and unique perspective on the mountain, and illustrates its
grip on the imagination of the climber and the general public with superb
photographs and maps.

Tenzing, Hero of Everest by Ed Douglas (National Geographic) is a com
prehensive biography of one of the great heroes of the 20th century. In
describing Tenzing's life and times, Douglas also provides an authoritative
account of the extraordinary contribution the Sherpa people have made to
the development of Himalayan mountaineering. Douglas well documents
Tenzing's striving for recognition and equality among European climbers,
how he taught himself by observation to be a competent high-altitude moun
taineer, and provides candid and at times salutary glimpses into Tenzing's
private and public life.

Yosemite by Alexander Huber and Heinz Zak (Baton Wicks) is a strikingly
beautiful celebration of what many regard as the world Mecca of rock
climbing. Although it is initially Zak's photographs that almost literally
take one's breath away, these stunning images are well complemented by
Huber's text which is clean and simple, much like the architecture of one of
El Capitan's soaring dihedrals. The book presents a portrait of Yosemite
that is measured yet affectionate, giving a balanced view of the development
of climbing in this crucible of excellence over the past 50 years. Originally
published in German, the English translation is both crisp and vivid.

Mountains of the Mind by Robert Macfarlane (Granta Books) is a stylishly
written account of our continuing love affair with mountains. In this
scholarly review of the European romantics' fascination with the Alps,
Macfarlane explores the variety of motivations that lead us to mountainous
places, among them fear, the challenge of exploration and the beauty of the
wilderness landscape. The book begins and ends with reference to George
Mallory who, to Macfarlane, is the iconic mountaineer who binds together
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in one individual the complex of passions that continues to drive us to the
highest of mountains and the margins of human endeavour.

The Fall by Simon Mawer (Little, Brown) encompasses a great swathe of
British mountaineering from rock climbing in North Wales, to Himalayan
expeditions and alpine ascents such as the Eiger North Face. It also succeeds
where most climbing novels fail. The Fall works as an investigation into
what constitutes love, friendship and betrayal, and also as an authentic
account of what it is like to climb and what it is like to be a climber. What
makes The Fall most impressive is that the one element does not suffocate
the other; indeed both complement each other in illustrating the ultimate
futility of climbing, the tawdriness of instant gratification and the illusion
of success.

My Father, Sandy by Nicholas Wollaston (Short Books) is an affectionate
and engaging biography by a son of the father he never knew. Written
some 70 years after his father died, Nicholas Wollaston has produced a
memoir of elegance and sensitivity that also provides an insightful and
textured account of the life of the middle-class adventurer at the turn of
the last century. Although his father was more an explorer than a
mountaineer, Wollaston's book gives us an alternative perspective on what
motivated the first generation of Himalayan pioneers, particularly those
on the 1921 Everest expedition.

David Hopkins continued:
'Despite such a strong shortlist we found it relatively easy to select a winner.
We were unanimous in choosing a book that captures the essence of the
climbing experience, celebrates the challenge that mountaineering uniquely
provides and is sensitive to the demands the mountains place upon those
who venture on them. It is a book that faithfully portrays the history of
British mountaineering over the past half century and also provides a striking
insight into the frailties of character of those involved. In exploring the
motivation, personality and drive of those who climb, it presents such an
uncompromising and accurate analysis that, in recognising the patterns,
many of us will feel distinctly uncomfortable. Although primarily focusing
on climbing and the climber, the book also locates the 'mountain spirit'
within a broader societal and historical context and so confronts the wider
range of challenges that beset the climbing personality. It is therefore a
book that works on many levels and, as such, will appeal both to the extreme
mountaineer and to those who rarely visit the hills. I refer of course to one
the best climbing novels that any of the three of us has read: The Fall by
Simon Mawer, the winner of this year's Boardman Tasker Award.'

The judges for the 2004 prize will be Steve Dean and Ian Mitchell with
Eric Major in the chair. The award will be made at the Alpine Club on 8
October.

Margaret Body, Honorary Secretary
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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF SLINGSBY

The recent exhibition at the Club of Rowan Huntley's beautiful paintings
celebrating the Norwegian landscape made me recall my trip to Norway in
July 1976 when, as a recently-elected member of the AC, I felt proud to
have been invited to accompany Fred Jenkins as Club representative at the
centenary climb of Store Skagat01stind, the 'Norwegian Matterhorn', first
climbed by Ceci1 Slingsby in 1876. A brief account of the trip was given by
Fred in Al82, 233, 1977, followed by a vivid description of the climb itself
by Jocelin and Geoffrey Winthrop Young, Slingsby's grandson and great
grandson, in Al83, 109, 1978. I cannot improve on that, but a few odd
reminiscences may be in order, if only as a belated tribute to Fred (obituary
in AlIOI, 316, 1996), a companion whose experience and expertise were
much appreciated by a very indifferent climber like myself.

Fred and I travelled by air to Oslo, then caught the night train to Otta in
the Gudbrandsdal where we arrived around 3am. It was an uninviting
spot, and the bus to Turtagrb was not due to leave until 8am. I wondered
where we would sleep, but this was no problem for Fred who straightaway
stretched out on the desolate platform and, with a 'good night, then', was
asleep within three minutes.

At the hotel in Turtagrb Noel Odell, then aged 86 and travelling on his
own, was expected in the evening, but by bedtime he had not arrived.
Feeling a bit worried we retired but, when we came down to breakfast next
morning, there he was, fussed over by the hotel staff. It appeared that he
had arrived in the middle of the night, found the hotel shut and had climbed
in through a window and settled down in an armchair. 'I've slept in many
worse places,' he mildly observed.

As for the climb itself, it was preceded by a hearty Norwegian breakfast
at the hut (no question of an 'alpine start') and in my recollection it was
neither as hard, nor the weather as bad, as appears in Geoffrey Winthrop
Young's account. Perhaps memory draws a veil ... and their route was
different, anyway. My most vivid recollection is that, when we eventually
arrived at Heftye's Rinne, the smooth vertical chimney leading to the top,
we could see a number of tough veteran Norwegians grinning down at us
from above. They had arrived long before and were eager to see how we
would cope. The fixed rope was a godsend. I hasten to add that our
Norwegian hosts could not have been more friendly, nor their hospitality
more lavish. I particularly recall a stimulating conversation with Arne Nress,
the philosopher and ecologist, who told me about his participation in the
first ascent of Tirich Mir in 1950. The celebration dinner in the evening
after the climb, with speeches by Odell and Len Winthrop Young, Slingsby's
daughter, seemed to last as long as the climb itself.

Other memories are hazy. Some expeditions were foiled by bad weather,
but a fine day was spent traversing the Dyrhaugstind ridge, reminiscent of
Skye but with views over large expanses of glacier instead of the sea. The
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rich arctic flora left a lasting impression, above all the glacier crowfoot,
Ranunculus glacialis, forming beautiful clumps in flower on the high ridges.

After taking leave of the Norwegians we travelled to Andalsnes in the
Romsdal, hoping to do some rock-climbing, but after sitting in our hotel
for two days watching the relentlessly pouring rain, we gave up and returned
home. Back in England, where the tale was of exceptional heat and drought
that summer, we heard that the 'European low' had frrmly settled on Norway
for our visit.

Ernst Sondheimer

JAMES BRYCE'S MOUNTAIN BUSINESS COMPLETED
120 YEARS ON

Former AC president James Bryce will be smiling down from heaven (for
that is assuredly where he must be) at the completion of his unfrnished
business in securing a legally underwritten right to roam the Scottish hills.
And with a neat symmetry, a slice of credit for the passage last year of the
Land Reform (Scotland) Act in a form benefrcial to climbers and hillwalkers
goes to the AC's outgoing president, Alan Blackshaw.

Bryce, AC president 1899-190 I, Liberal MP and sometime Cabinet
minister, introduced his Access to Mountains (Scotland) Bill in 1884. But
like a succession of similar private members' bills down the years it never
stood a chance in a legislature generally subservient to landowning interests.
In 1892, the only time Bryce won a debate on the issue, he painted a grim
picture of exclusion by the lairds.

'It is hardly possible to stir off the roads in the neighbourhood of Braemar
without being confronted by a gillie and threatened with proceedings by
interdict. Even those superb mountains between the source of the Dee and
the valley of the Spey are so closed that one is obliged to stalk gillies as the
gillies stalk the deer,' Bryce told the Commons.

By comparison, the access climate a century later is positively benign.
However, the Law Society of Scotland and some landowners mounted
strong resistance as the Scottish Parliament sought to legislate. That the
LSS did not prevail was in large measure due to detailed research by
Blackshaw who was able to prove that there is in fact no Scots law of trespass
for harmless access to land - contrary to assertions by ministers and offrcials
since the mid-1960s. SG

BACK IN THE UIAA

The Alpine Club was readmitted to the World Mountaineering and Climb
ing Federation (UIAA) in October 2003 after a 70-year absence. The Club
was involved in 1932-34 when the UIAA was being set up but did not
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continue as a member because of the gathering political uncertainties in
Europe at the time. Once the BMC was established in 1944, the AC
encouraged the council to join instead as the representative body for all
British mountaineers. The BMC supported the readmission of the AC, many
of whose members have played and continue to play an active part in the
work of the federation.

FUTURE OF THE BLACK CUILLIN

In July 2003, the MacLeod Estate took the Black Cuillin off the market
after failing to find a buyer for this most revered of British ridges at a price
of £lOm. The figure might have seemed somewhat arbitrary for a priceless
piece of mountain real estate but did apparently bear a relationship to the
sum - less tax - that John MacLeod of MacLeod claimed was needed to
repair the leaky roof of his ancestral home, Dunvegan Castle.

The clan chief was accused of 'asset stripping' when he put the mountains
on the market in March 2000; questions were raised as to ownership and
whether in fact the Black Cuillin was MacLeod's to sell. There was
speculation that it might prove difficult to find a buyer as there did not
appear to be any title registered for the areas to the east of Glen Brittle,
which appeared not to have been included in the original grant from the
Crown in 1611. Alan Blackshaw was active in the historical research into
the title, or lack of it.

MacLeod lands were stated to be within the then parish of Dynart and
Bracadale in title deeds of 1766. However, as Blackshaw pointed out in
detailed evidence, the First Statistical Account (1797) stated that, 'There
are no remarkable mountains within the Parish' - thus excluding the Cuillin
- and also 'no considerable lakes', confirming that the exclusion extended
to Loch Coruisk, east of the ridge.

In the absence of title, the mountains would still belong to the Crown.
However the Government and the Crown Estate decided in the light of
legal opinion not to challenge the sale, leaving it to the market to settle the
matter. The market seems to have done just that. At the time these AC
notes were written, discussions were underway on an offer by MacLeod to
gift the mountains to the nation subject to aid from public funds for repairs
and restoration at Dunvegan.

The aim is to set up a Cuillin Trust as guardian of the mountains, with
participation of the local community, the John Muir Trust and others. None
of this, or course, will make the traverse of the classic six-mile ridge any
easier. Even under public ownership the trap chimney out of the Thearlaich
Dubh Gap will still be a real so-and-so in the wet.

se
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ENLIGHTMENT OVER SHIELDAIG

403

To the relief of environmentalists and mountaineers, the Scottish Executive
rejected a proposal for a hydro-electricity scheme in the Shieldaig Forest in
Wester Ross. The AC was among organisations that lodged objections to a
scheme that would have involved building four weirs, turbine houses, and
pipelines and altering watercourses and lochs in wild country officially
recognised as a National Scenic Area.

se

ALPINE CLUB LffiRARY ANNUAL REPORT 2003

Three Council meetings were held in 2003. The Custodial Agreement,
redefining the relationships between the Club and the Library, was signed
on behalf of the Library and now awaits signature by the Club.

The additional 800 sq ft space taken back by the Club on the top floor for
use as a Committee and Members' Room has not yet been fully utilised, so
the Library is continuing to manage with very little extra space in the
basement and first floor. While the static environment of the basement is
ideal for certain kinds of storage - pictures, photographs and artefacts - and
is an acceptable workplace for casual volunteers, we are finding that it does
not really satisfy Health and Safety standards for paid employees working
throughout the day. However, the welcome renovation of the Club office
has created a small 'inner sanctum' on the first floor for use by the Library,
and this is now shared temporarily by the Photo Library and the Himalayan
Index, which is not a satisfactory long term solution.

In addition, the current unacceptable congestion in the basement is leading
us to seriously consider installing rolling stack bookcases there, a solution
favoured by many specialist libraries and archives which can improve storage
within a given area by as much as 40%. This major one-off potential
investment of some £20,000 needs the backing of the Club Committee as
well, in considering the optimum utilisation of the building as a whole.
When these Charlotte Road premises were acquired on 23 May 1991, their
great merit was that there were two floors available for expansion, but the
extra income to the Club from letting them out now inhibits us from taking
them all back. This problem must be seriously addressed in the New Year
when the present tenant's lease expires.

While the Library and the Archives have continued their normal activities,
coping with increased activity during this Jubilee year of the first ascent of
Everest, perhaps the main development has been with the setting up of the
Photo Library where we decided to employ professional help. In March
2003 we recruited Kate Miller for a two year half time assignment. She has
settled in with great enthusiasm, allowing Sue Lawford to reduce her
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voluntary commitment for which we have been exceedingly grateful. Their
work is divided between earning income from media enquiries, com
puterised cataloguing and scanning, and conservation work to protect the
collection. By year end we will have spent the £6000 grant from the Pilgrim
Trust on preservation materials, with welcome assistance by volunteers
from the National Association of Decorative and Fine Arts Societies
(NADFAS). In order to broaden the scope of the collection and build up a
core of more recent colour images, we have invited some Club members to
become Contributing Photographers. The long-term aim is to be able to
continue employing a Picture Library Manager and earn additional income
for the Club and Library.

It is pleasing to record that two books published in 2003 by Club members,
the Chairman's Everest: 50 Years on Top of the World and Tenzing: Hero of
Everest by Ed Douglas, were shortlisted for both the Boardman Tasker Prize
and the Banff Mountain Book Festival Awards, where Tenzing secured the
prize for the Best Work of Mountaineering History and Everest a Special
Jury Mention.

Our endowment fund continues to be comprehensively managed by JP
Morgan Private Bank but we have just received notice that they wish to

raise their minimum fee substantially next year which would make it
uneconomic to continue with them, so we are interviewing alternative
investment managers. The position continues to be that the Library is living
some £20,000 a year beyond its means. By continuing to seek grants for
special projects, donations and legacies we must ensure that our capital
funds are not so seriously eroded that the Charity is unable to fulfil its
obligations in conserving the material in its hands.

After two years serving as Honorary Secretary, Luke Hughes asked to
stand down owing to pressure of work although he agreed to remain on
the Council. Margaret Clennett agreed to take on the administrative duties
of Honorary Secretary, so that the current membership of the Council is as
follows: five nominated by the Alpine Club: George Band, Chairman, Jerry
Lovatt, Peter Berg, Chris Fitzhugh, Luke Hughes; Michael Westmacott,
nominated by the RGS; Richard Coatsworth, nominated by the BMC;
Margaret Clennett as Hon. Sec. Bob Lawford, Librarian Emeritus, has
continued to handle sales of surplus books, which has provided very
welcome income over the years, but he has more than earned his retirement
from this task, and we are looking for a successor.

We were sorry to say good-bye to our professional Librarian, Margaret
Ecclestone, who decided to retire on 28 November after 11 years' sterling
service, including both the 40th and 50th Everest Anniversaries. She has
been a real asset to the Club, enhancing its international reputation. Many
members have paid tribute to her unruffled and friendly disposition. During
her tenure, she put the entire library catalogue on computer, including all
the existing 'Tracts'. We encouraged her to attend the 1999 Banff Mountain
Literature Festival and a special 'round table' of North American and UK
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'mountaineering' librarians. In 2001 she won a Winston Churchill Travelling
Fellowship to enable her to visit, survey and report on eight European
specialist 'mountaineering' libraries. We shall miss her. Fortunately we have
achieved a seamless transition by recruiting Yvonne Sibbald who started
on 24 November 2003 and we hope her tenure will be equally friendly and
successful. My sincere thanks to our employees and volunteers for all their
hard work throughout the year.

George Band
Chairman, Alpine Club Library Council

EUROPEAN MOUNTAINEERING LIBRARIES

After 11 years as librarian at the Alpine Club library (ACL) it might be
helpful if I put down on paper some thoughts about my experience of
working in the library, the people who use it and other mountaineering
libraries in Europe.

This last aspect came out of a Winston Churchill Fellowship that allowed
me to travel extensively in Europe in June 2001. I visited eight mountain
eering libraries in six countries with the aim of conducting a survey and
investigating any possibilities of co-operation between them and the Alpine
Club library. This would benefit, I thought, all who love mountains, climb
them and write about them.

All libraries reflect their history, location and constituency, so one of the
principal factors to bear in mind was the nature of the Alpine Club with its
application criteria and about 1200 members. The library's sources of
income are mostly grants from the club, legacies, donations and recovered
tax, and the occasional charitable grant towards a specific piece of work
such as cataloguing the tracts collection. Many overseas users - and
members of the British public - mistakenly assume that the ACL gets
support from the state, or an institution such as a university.

I visited the French, Catalan, Italian, Swiss, Austrian and German club
libraries. The most immediately obvious difference I found was that none
of the parent bodies is a club in the English sense of only being open to
members who are proposed and who meet the designated qualifications.
Rather, the European 'clubs' are open to any interested member of the
public who is willing to pay a subscription. Thus the German" 'club' has
over 630,000 'members', the Italian 300,000, and so on. This means that
the libraries of these clubs have a potential financial basis on quite a different
scale to that of the AC.

Two other libraries I visited were not linked to clubs. The Servei General
d'Informacio de Muntanya in Sabadell, near Barcelona, was started in 1974
by four enthusiastic volunteers who have to seek capital and revenue funding
from the local authority, and sponsors such as banks and businesses. In
contrast, the library of the French national ski and mountaineering school
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(Ecole National de Ski et d'Alpinisme - ENSA) in Chamonix is state run
and funded by the Ministry of Youth and Sports.

The collections of the various libraries have much in common but vary
in scale and geographical emphasis. Thus, the AC library has much on the
mountains of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland, but since its foundation
has also collected material on the whole European Alpine range plus areas
of early interest such as Norway and the Caucasus. Then followed the
acquisition of books, photographs, maps and journals on countries of the
Empire and beyond India and Tibet, Canada, East and South Africa,
New Zealand, North and South America.

The French, Catalan and Italian libraries each have two members of staff
and the collections focus respectively on French and North African
mountains; the Catalan Pyrenees; and the Italian Alps, Dolomites, and
Apennines. However, all three, and all the other collections, include material
on the Greater Ranges - Himalaya, Andes, Rockies, etc - with sections on
mountaineering, rock climbing, skiing, speleology, geology, photography
and other aspects of mountains and their inhabitants.

The Swiss Alpine Club's library differs from the others in being deposited
in a university / city central library, rather than housed at and run by the
club's headquarters in Berne. Its management is the responsibility of one
of the map room staff while the club retains a library committee for policy
making and negotiating the conditions of deposit with the Zentralbibliothek
Zurich. AC members will be aware that the principal European clubs have
many membership sections based in numerous towns and cities and many
of these sections have their own libraries, usually run by volunteers. The
staff of the Italian Club library in Turin gives support to these by running
national training days for section librarians.

The I28-year-old Centre Excursionista de Catalunya (Club Alpi Catala),
located in the old quarter of Barcelona, has nine activity-based sections:
mountaineering, skiing, camping, speleology, geography and natural
sciences, history and art, photography and film/video and all of these
subjects are covered in the library. Both members and the public enjoy the
facilities of a 24 study-space reading room and a separate periodicals room.
Its 280,OOO-item photograph collection is housed in an adjacent building.

I cannot stress too strongly the enormous respect that the AC library
collections are held in by other libraries and by visiting members of the
public from the UK and overseas. It is an unequalled resource and the
source for countless books, dissertations, theses, articles, films and TV
programmes and of course climbing expeditions. Compared to the larger
European alpine clubs, however, the ACL's facilities for readers, especially
study spaces and access to the catalogues, are poor.

The German, Austrian and Italian libraries also benefit from close liaison
with their club's museum. These have permanent collections and organise
special exhibitions with relevant lectures and educational activities for school
groups and families.
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110. Margaret Ecclestone, at her desk shortly before retiring after II years
as librarian of the Alpine Club Library. (George Band)

To outsiders, libraries may seem very dry. But it was exciting, going round
Europe, to see how much we have in common, and how much we can
learn from others both in the handling of our collections and the maint
enance and development of resources. The AC is not the only club with an
historic and internationally significant collection but it is certainly one of
the best in the world.
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My report to the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust which I produced
in the autumn of 2001 can be borrowed from the AC library and I should
like to reiterate my thanks to the Trust and to the ACL Council which gave
me a month's paid study leave. The real value of that generous gesture
would be for some of the points in my report, listed below, to be taken up:

The Alpine Club Library
improved facilities for library users including
online catalogue
a programme of indexing journals
more space for readers and staff
physical improvements: readers' desks with lap-top sockets, lighting,
shelving, periodicals display, readers' access to online catalogue.

International
co-operation between mountaineering libraries
re-instate UIAA support, eg for ~taff exchange visits, regular meetings
of librarians
website catalogue links along the lines of the EU funded 'Projets
internationales des Alpes'
affiliation to the International Association for Sports Information.
www.iasi.org

Margaret Ecclestone

BACK TO BRETTON FOR THE 2004 LIT' FEST'

The 17th International Festival of Mountaineering Literature made a
welcome return to Bretton Hall after a couple of years' exile on Leeds
University's main campus, though the spring timing could have found the
weekend competing with good winter climbing conditions in Scotland or
the Alps. Perhaps the advancing age profIle of attendees will sufficiently
protect it from such competition.

Proceedings began with a rather severe Royal Robbins surveying
American writers, roughly pre-1950, before delivering his verdict on 'the
best US climbing writer'. Robbins confessed to being 'a sucker for heroic
prose' as he shortlisted James Ramsey Ullman, Clarence King and John
Muir before awarding the number one spot to Muir, in part at least on
account of sheer volume and quotability.

Joe Fitschen, a notable climbing partner of Robbins', followed with a
survey of post-1950 writers, including Jeff Long, Doug Robinson and Pete
Sinclair who, as usual, was in the audience. Such literary 'youngsters' are,
as was accepted, simply not in the same league as Muir; in some cases their
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inclusion rested upon only one publication or just a few articles. Chuck
Pratt's comment may reflect a more general attitude for these writers: 'I
don't want to write about climbing, or talk about it or photograph it. I just
want to do it.'

Andy Kirkpatrick took us through to lunch with a specially commissioned
piece about not being able to 'do it', festering through a period of bad
weather while winter climbing in the Alps. It was a brave effort to fIll in the
reality gap so often evident in more egocentric work but his self-confessed
scramble to get the piece fInished in time for the festival may have accounted
for some problems with pacing.

After lunch and the usual signings and purchasing, Kathryn Bridge
introduced us to a wealth of new archive material, particularly photographs,
relating to the lives of Phyllis and Don Munday. The couple's determination
to live their lives in the mountains they loved not only led to the fIrst ascent
of Mt Waddington but also saw them bringing up their children in a cabin
in the Canadian forest. As an archivist, Bridge made a plea to all present to
label pictorial records more systematically.

Dermot Somers gave a virtuoso reading of a short story, 'Patrick and the
Freney Pillar', included in a new collected edition of his writings; Jamie
Andrew gave an illustrated account of events that led to his horrifIc injuries
from frostbite on Les Droites and his remarkable fIght-back; and David
Hopkins gave an insight into the deliberations of the Boardman Tasker
judges, who awarded the 2003 prize to The Fall by Simon Mawer (see earlier
report).

Sandra Noel, the daughter of Captain John Noel, fIlled in some of the
details of her father's life as an expedition photographer, aided by rarely
shown cine fIlm and plates that form the basis of her biography, Everest
Pioneer. After tea, a much more relaxed Royal Robbins took us through 'A
Golden Age in the Realm of Light', a suitably glowing title for Robbins's
life and times as a climber and his favourite arena, Yosernite.

It was a fIne conclusion to a day in which books and the bookish had
been brought together. However, there was little of the thematic coherence
of festivals prior to the Leeds interregnum. Neither was there much poetry,
apart from celebrity readings from The Owl & the Cragrat, a collection of
parodies (the authors prefer to call them 'adaptations') that fIrst appeared
on the web. Is this freewheeling format the shape of things to come?

Dave Wynne-Jones

Note: The 2005 festival will be on 16 April 2005 at Bretton Hall. Details
from www.festivalofmountaineeringliterature.co.uk
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